October 2004

Alumni Association Quarterly Report 

Introduction

Welcome to the very first Alumni Association Quarterly report.  This informal publication will be sent via email to each alumni association board member at the beginning of each quarter.   The goal of the AAQR is to provide useful information to the Alumni Association Boards, therefore providing an additional means of reaching out to all of our alumni.  

In this first issue, I will be covering some, but not all of the projects that the Grand Council has been working on that will have an impact on our alumni and alumni associations.  Any comments, questions or ideas are highly welcomed.  

The National Alpha Rho Chi Website Has Updated its Alumni Content

If you haven’t had a chance to visit the national website lately, you’ll notice a number of improvements.  First, there’s the APX post, a forum to instantly discuss any topic that comes to mind.  In addition, there is the APX Job board, which is geared toward all types of employment and experience levels.  It’s not just for architecture interns.    

In addition, the information under the “Alumni” tab has been extensively remodeled.  The idea was to keep everything a typical alumnus would need under this tab, while at the same time, providing resources for those of us who have been dedicated enough to maintain active involvement with an alumni association. 

For the everyday user, we have a timely list of upcoming events on the opening page, links to their chapter’s Alumni Association’s website or publication, a link to the most recent alumni dues invoice, and a link to the address update form.  

For the more engaged alumni, an Association Handbook has been developed.  It can be accessed though the drop down menu that is activated when you click on “alumni” at the top of the page.  In there, you will find a link to the AA-1 form, the Alumni Association Annual Checklist, an idea bank, and links to the Constitutions and By-Laws of our various Associations. 

The Alumni Association Annual Checklist, which was developed recently, is an attempt to outline what the National Fraternity on an annual basis expects of each Alumni Association.  The Idea bank resulted from the Alumni Association survey you participated in earlier this summer.  Please take a look at both of these additions; I hope they will be helpful to you and your association.  

National Database Expansion

I am pleased to announce that after years of requesting information from the worthy Grand Scribe, the National Database is finally going to be accessible online.  The computer programming to make this so, is currently underway, and the project should be complete by the first of the year.

What does this mean?

Having the database online will greatly change the way the Grand Council has operated over the years.  Each individual brother will have a login and password in order to access to his own information, allowing him to directly update his personal information.  The scope of this project also establishes the means for each alumnus to pay his national dues directly online, as well as be able to see which years he has paid.  

But wait... There’s more…

Is your chapter planning a founder’s day event and want to mail an invitation all the brothers from your chapter?  

Rather than requesting the information from the WGS, and waiting a couple of days, you will be able to do a search from your personal computer

Are you planning an event and want to invite all the brothers who live in your area? 

You will be able punch in any zip code and find all brothers within a certain mile radius of that location. 

This new system will be extremely secure, and personal information will only be accessible by the Grand Council and designated members of each chapter and alumni association.  In addition, the Grand Council will be able to monitor the information being downloaded.  

A New Alumni Ceremony – Proposal to Amend the Ritual

Early in September an issue of The Rise was published and sent to each Alumni Association President.  In this issue, it was proposed that a new ceremony be added to our fraternity’s ritual.  The proposed ceremony was written to mark the transition between being an active member and alumni member.  This proposal includes an official amendment to The Ritual, and will be voted upon at the upcoming national convention.  

Please verify that you received your Association’s copy of The Rise, and please share it with each of your members.  If you haven’t received your copy, please contact me immediately, and I will forward one on to you.   

The ceremony itself was performed at the Leadership Conference at the end of September, and we will be doing another run-through at convention, prior to new business.  I encourage each Association to read, and perhaps perform the ceremony themselves prior to coming to any decisions on its validity.  

If there are any questions, please feel free to ask either myself, or the three authors of the ceremony:  Alumni Nicole Morris Dress (Vitruvius), Rick Jenkins (Metagenes) & Lenora Nelson (Pytheos).  

58th National Convention to be held in Buffalo, NY

Mark your calendars… the 58th National Convention of Alpha Rho Chi will be held March 17-20 in the City of Good Neighbors, Buffalo, New York

Please look out for your convention registration information, which will be mailed out in the beginning of January.  Visit the national website for more information
Alumni Association Awards Program

Nothing evokes motivation quite like positive reinforcement. This is why the national fraternity is making an effort to enhance our fraternal awards program.  Currently there are no awards directed at alumni associations as an entity, but that is soon to change.  

We will be handing out the very first Alumni Association Award.  This particular award commends the Alumni Association that can boast that on average, they have the highest number of Alumni Dues Payees, as well as the highest per-chapter percentage of Alumni Dues Payees.  The winner will be calculated on an annual basis, and only Alumni Associations that are in good standing at the end of the year will be eligible.  

Curious about where your chapter stands currently?  Send me an email, and I’ll let you know.  

Alumni Dues Payees

I’d like to make it a point to end each of these reports with a list to let each alumni association board member exactly know who is making their annual dues contribution to the national fraternity.  This information is also available on the website, and it too will continue to be updated quarterly.  

This information is valuable, not only because the Grand Council greatly appreciates all alumni who pay dues, it may also be informative to you, the Alumni Association Board member to recognize some of your most dedicated brothers.  You see the ones with the asterisks?  These are the people who will always be there for you, whether you need to do a little fundraising, or whether there’s a pressing question you need answered.  See if any of these people paid chapter alumni dues.  It’s an interesting exercise.  Trust me. (Information to be found on the next page)

Farewell

I hope you enjoyed the first Alumni Association Quarterly Report. I covered some, but not all of the projects currently underway.  If there are any questions or comments, or if you have anything you think should be included in the next report, please let me know.  I can always be easily reached by email: wgaa@alpharhochi.org
I hope everyone has a great holiday season, and I hope to see you at convention!

Laura Schmidt

Worthy Grand Associate Architect
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