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THE ARCHI

EXCHANGES

Hugh Fullerton Says:

Maine’s stein song is a triumph of the
art of press agentry even if it is a pretty
bad song—or rather just an ordinary small
college song, reminiscent of several oth-
ers. Seems to me that, if the people who
manipulate the noises had wanted to put
over a college song they could have done
much better.

The facts of the case are that some men
in the talkie-movie industry wanted to
show that almost anything can be shoved
down the throat of the great American
public, and the fact that they made us like
it, is more a tribute to the power of ad-
vertising than it is to the taste of the
public.

This is the season of college songs and
football—and, as I see it, more people at-
tend football games to hear the singing
and the cheering and to watch the spec-
tacle than go to see football. There are,
however, some of our college songs that
are well worth while, and which carry the
college spirit fully and beautifully.

Yet, even in those colleges that touch
the high notes and carry an exalted spirit,
we are apt to find songs—never their alma
mater song, however, that have a tinge of
the mucker in them. In Yale's “Boola-
Boola” song, which, by the way, was
swiped from the University of Chicago,
or rather the same fellow who wrote the
Chicago song, wrote Boola, making changes
to fit Yale, we find a gloating note of
muckerism which doesn’t belong.

%® * %

Of all college songs that I have heard,
the one that stirs me most, is Amherst’s
“Lord Jeffrey Ambherst,” which is almost
as fine in swing and rhym as it is faulty
in history, because, in fact, Lord Jeffrey
was an awful flop as an Indian fighter,
was sent home in semi disgrace and did
not do much of the chasing of the In-di-an
as recorded in the song.

Next to that in my opinion is that grand
old song of Dartmouth about Eleazer
Wheelock, the founder. The music is
from a famous old musical comedy of the
days when there was music in the light
opera stage and ‘the lines and rhymes are
especially clever.

They stick close to history, too, in telling
how old Eleazer went into the wilderness,
to teach the Indian with a Bible and a

gun and five hundred dollars for to buy
them rum.

“Old Nassau,” Princeton’s alma miater
hymn, has the virtue of tradition and real
sentiment, although it isn’t much of a song
and some of their other songs are a little
muckerish in proclaiming the prowess of
the Tiger and predicting defeat for Yale,
especially.

Harvard’s alma mater song, “Fair Har-
vard,” is an indirect steal from the old
German hymn, which, however, has been
stolen by even more important institutions.
They have a song however that is worth
while and the climax: “We will fight for
the name of Harvard, till the last white
line is past.” It is fine in sentiment, even
though Harvard didn’t have the ball inside

Princeton’s thirty-yard line in the Ilast
three years they played.
Cornell's great hymn: “Far Above

Cayuga’s Waters” is adapted from an old
hymn, as, in fact, many of the finest col-
lege songs are and Georgia showed good
taste in - taking the same music for its
“Hail to Georgia.”

5 * *

Those  Southern schools have a terrific
lot of pep, especially Georgia Tech, but
one that gives me a big kick is North
Carolina’s :

“Tah heel, Tah heel, tah heel am I,

“Tah heel I’se bohn, tah heel T'll die.” -

But for pep that Georgia Tech band
with its quicksteps and noise rouses me
mofe than anything,. excepting, of course
a battery of Scotch bagpipes.

* * *

Rutgers’ famous “Banks of the Old
Raritan,” with that atrocious line “Where
she has stood, from the time of the flood,”
is excellent. But among the Mid-Western
college songs I like Ohio Wesleyan’s ma-
jestic alma mater hymn best of all. It is
an old Lutheran hymn, the words are so
simple and so fitting that one scarcely can
help joining in.

Ohio State’s “Carmen Ohio” is just an-
other adaptation of the Episcopal litany,
as is the alma mater song of the College
of the City of New York.

But there is something really fine about
Illinois’ alma mater song, adapted for col-
lege use from the state song, Towa’s “Out
Where the ‘Tall Corn Grows” made quite
a hit all over the country, although it
isn’t much of a song.

Almost any of them, however, would be
better than the Maine stein song if they
were given the proper publicity—or per-
haps one might say the improper publicity
it has received.

—Columbus Dispatch.

Student Dean or Time?

Rutgers University sophomores held
their annual banquet. Taken aback were
they when Dr. Fraser Metzger, dean of
men, notified them before receiving an
invitation that, “having ceased to go to
banquets which were mere drunks,” he
must decline for Dear Old Rutgers. Fur-
ther remarks: “I’'m through going to so-
called banquets where the kick of modern
hooch and cheap netertainment are sub-
stituted for the pleasure of breaking bread
with a group of your classmates.”—7T1ime.

William Howard Taft¢
and College Men

The late great William Howard Taft,
V¥ Y, made a significant utterance before
the last convention of his fraternity which
we quote herewith:

What do they go to college or a univer-
sity for if they don’t go for scholarship?
There are a good many who don’t, I
agree, but those who do not, don’t go for
the proper purpose, go for social reasons,
sometimes to establish themselves by rea-
son of the fact that they are called college
man, but those men don’t understand what
they are there for. When a man grows
as old as I have, he then feels like resort-
ing to profanity, as he ought not to do, at
the misconception of life and the use of
education and the use of universities by
these feather-headed young men who don’t
look ahead to know the opportunities they
have and to appreciate those -opportunities.
It is a dreadful waste. They don’t under-
stand that there are three things that will
make them useful to themselves and the
world.  One is work, and hard work;
another is self-denial and a third is the
discipline of character the practice of oth-
ers bring about. That is what a univer-
sity is for. It is to develop character, not
alone for the subject itself, but for the
country of which he hopes to be a useful
part.—Bantas Exchange.

Chapter Letters

“To that end a large part of The Signet
has been devoted to articles and discus-
sions of the larger problems of the fra-
ternity, those matters which are common
to all chapters and of interest to the
alumni, It is possible that this feature
has been emphasized too much, and that
the human side of the fraternity should
have more attention. Many f{raternity
magazines do that very thing. They are
one long mess of chapter letters printed
in fine type, occupying page after page,
with many chapters represented and oth-
ers left out. Frankly, the present editor
is not going to issue that kind of a rag.
Others may do it from choice or neces-
sity—but_not he.”—The Editor, The Signet
of Phi Sigma Kappa.



