








~OLLEGE TRADITION
SERIES

OklahoID8 A. and M. College
J. D. Davis

Traditions are wonderful institutions.
A. college without traditions is like a
house "vithout ornament for one is ugly to
look at and in the other there is nothing
to renlember that is beautiful. In fact
traditions enter in one's personal life. I
rememberLiluite clearly, that quite early in
my li fe I .thought it "vas smart to stuoke.
1vly fathy,r caught me once ·and after that
it "v~;;· a tradition in my life never to
smoke:" It brought fond but painful
men10ries.

Oklahoma A". and M. College, sometinles
known in certain circles as the Oklahoma
Architectural and Mathenlatics College is
young as colleges are reckoned, but it has
one tradition which everyone recognizes.
That is Old Central, the first building of
our campus. It is undeniable that every
one going to college at some time in his
schooling \\-Tillweaken more or less to the
"veaker sex. Likewise it is irrefutable
that \vhen this happens most people like
to leave a positive reminder of their par­
ticular failure of the moment. Thus Old
Central is a tradition. It is carved from
top to bottom. Some names are weak and
some are strong, but owing to the fact
that the building is of sandstone and brick,
the etchings of the mentally blighted stand
in· bold relief in most cases. I have heard
that the bell in the tower even has the
name Pat Pending on it.

The steps on the northwest corner \vere
the favorite gathering place, and "for that
reason the baluste"rs are rich in carvings.
One can just imagine college boys of
yesterday in peg leg trousers, sti ff collars
that dig into your ears, chin whiskers and
flowing mustaches growing amorous and
digging out a knife of about the size gen­
erally used today to slice bread \vi th, ang
industriously beginning to whittle away
state property while the fair one picks up
her bustles (whatever they are) and stands
to one side of the flying debris. Those
were the days when this country bred rea]
~en. Personally, from private investiga­
hons, I rather doubt that there is not an
ulterior motive in all this industry. One
day I sat on those steps. They were
startlingly cool. I rather imagine that in
the night the fellows had to keep warm
and that \vas the only way they could
think of doing it. I think that with the
passing years we have made an improve­
ment on these methods and saved valuable
state property also.

Old Central "vas rebuilt just last year.
There was much questioning in the state
whether or not they should do that. I
rather think that there are many men in
the state "vhose sons were about ready to
come to college who were afraid their sons
would find out things and threaten to tell
mother. I kno\v' that in some quarters
allowances are very liberal even if the
depression is on. 11y only regret is that
my father didn't receive his education here.

I t is the custom to ring Old Central's
bell hen V', e \vin a football game with
Oklahoma niversity, We" have WOn only

ORIGINALITV
by The Old TiDIer

"The man who fears to walk life's
path alone,

But travels where the greater
number tread,

Should hasten "to his rest beneath
a stone,

The great majority of men are"
dead."

Anon.
The Old Timer has a feeling that

a Ii ttle original thought and action
is more valuable to the Fraternity
than a great deal of reverence for
worn-out ideas and practices.

POLYKLITOS ALUMNI
W'INNER IN W"ESTING­

DOUSE ~OMPETITION

Charles P. Bassett, Polyklitos, '28, was
recently a'warded the third prize of $1,000
in the "Westinghouse $10,000 Idea Contest
for the Improvetuent of Radio Cabinets."
During the contest, \vhich was held from
September 25 to December 24, 1930, nearly
50,000 ideas were submitted.

Brother Bassett, who specializes in de­
signing home interiors, furniture and
silverware, has announced that he intends
to use the money for continuing his
studies. He now lives at 1317 Lancaster
Ave., Regent Square, Pittsburgh, Pa.

SCHOLARSHIP Continued
from this traveling scholarship shall sup­
plement school or office experience.

I'he successful competitor shall 'write
from time to time, but not less than orice
every two months, to the New York Chap­
ter of the American Institute of Archi­
te\.ts, giving an account of the employment
of his time.

Those wishing to enter the competition
must arrange for nomination by a member
of the American Institute of Architects.
Nomination blanks can be obtained fronl
the Secretary of any Chapter, A. 1. A., or
from the Le Brun Scholarship Committee.
Nominations should be sent, so as to be
received before January 15th, to Le Brun
Scholarship Committee, Room 530, 101
Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. .

five or six, but last year we won. We
had to get an old grad to work it, as no
one then in school knew ho"v. A. professor
claimed he had seen it rung once, but he
disappeared "vhen he "vas hunted for in­
formation. '

The clapper disappeared after the ganle,
November 22, everyone "vas gloomy as it
looked like we faced the alternative of
never winning another game from O. 1.1.
or breaking a favored tradition. Christ­
mas, a certain fraternity house in Norman,
where the O. U. is located, was evacuated
by its members at' the forceful request of
ce"rtain people, and now the clapper gently
creaks as the "vinter zephyrs around Olel
Central'sV',l ay it hack and forth.
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PAST GRAND
~OUN~ILMEMBERS

Claire "\V. Ditehey
. Iktinos ~ 15

Charter Metnber Si~tna Upsilon"
And Iktinos Chapter

Worthy Architect of Iktinos Chapter
Fall of 1914

Editor of Volume I of The Archi
Issued in 1918

Worthy Grand Architect~ 1917 - 1922
Practicln~Architect in Detroit
c

Arthur E. Benson
AnthelDios ~15

Charter nletnbers of Arcus
and Anthetnios Chapter

Archl Staff Volutne I Issued in 1918
Worthy Architect of AnthemJos

Fall of 1914
Worthy Grand Architect 1922-23
Practicin~Architect In Chlcal;fo


