








some of them being good and fairly. mys­
terious. He makes his money by offering
to sell the ten best tricks for $5, or if
one man doesn't want the whole ten, he'll
sell two fellows five each for the same
price.

He carries a whole kit of equipment for
the practice of the black art, and will sell
all sorts of tricks if any of the boys want
them. And they do. Some of the boys
get by much better in the sororities if they
have a little bag of tricks to offer.

I have never known his name or from
where he hailed. He seems to be honest
and wouldn't steal anything from a house,
but he would be willing to get in a little
game of most anything if the boys want
to play. If they don't want to play for
money, that's all right at the outset, but
eventually there will be a stake offered,
and he does the rest. He never loses.

The portrait artist comes around only
every three or four years, but he usually
makes a cleaning ,vhen he comes. He has
a hot line about his ability, how good he
is, and the people he has drawn. ~e

makes quick portraits in crayon or penCIl,
and they are good enough to enable one
to tell \vhom he has drawn. He charges
a dollar apiece, but he will cut t~e price
in order to get started. And, Itke the
phrenologist, if he gets started, he's all .set,
for the pictures are more or less canca­
hIres and are nice to give to the girls or
to put upon the walls of one's room.

The Canadian sailors do not appear at
regular intervals, but when they come, they
usually make a cleaning. There are some­
times t,vo of them, sometimes three. They
come to a house with a couple of big
duffle bags over their shoulders. They are
sailors on a Canadian line, and they have
some woolens that they have smuggled
over from England. They haven't but a
few yards left and will sel~ them out
cheap to get rid of them. TheIr language
is in the broadest of English accents, and
their words fairly smack of the sea and
the salt air.

I f they get in, and they usually do, they
will open the duffle bags, throw out the
bolts of tweeds and worsteds that they
have to offer and then bargain for thenl.
They can tell' you the names of prolni,nent
citizens to whom they have sold, and they
are crafty enough' to bargain until they
make a sale. Their stuff is usually good
looking, but I am afraid their smugg~ing

yarn is a dream that they had some tIme
ago. J ust ~he same, they get by .. and di~­
pose of quite a number of yards of theIr
smuggled woolens, and they don't lose any
money in making the sale. They are ro­
mantic figures in their pea jackets, their
gold-braided caps, their tattoed arms and
hands, and their English talk.

There is another traveler who comes at
rare intervals and stays only a short time
when he comes. I have seen him only
twice in eleven years. He is a dried up,
time "vorn SYrian. He carries a suitcase
as big as a s~all trunk, and when he gets
into a fraternity house, he throws out for
exhibition a large quantity of silk scarfs,
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small tapestries, slnall rugs, and table run­
ners. His values are remarkable,. and he
comes at such opportune times as just be.:.
fore Christmas, etc. His scarf prices are
exceptionally attractive, and he 'will s~ll a
dozen in almost any house. He says 11 ttle.
The goods sell themselves at the price. he
names. He claims the stuff to be Im­
ported and, like the Canadians' woolens,
smuggled into the country. They are
probably smuggled from New Jersey into
N evv York, but that makes little difference
so far as the boys are concerned.

Knitted ties are a little expensive for
the average college man when a good one
sells for four or five dollars. So it is not
surprising that when the Jewish gentle.man
comes around with his bag full of knItted
ties which he is willing to sell for a dollar
or a dollar and a half, he sells quite a
fe\v. He comes about every two years,
and you always know of his arrival, for
there is an immediate epidemic of these
ties; .

There is a clothing merchant who 1S

almost as \;yell known in the l\1iddle West
as Dad Marks is nationally. And that is
Pete Burns. Pete originally came from
the University of Wisconsin, where his
store is located. He doesn't travel as he
once did, but a few years ago Pete \~as

an annual visitor on several of the mId­
western campuses. Pete was e~peci~lly

noted for his collection of fraternIty pIns,
ranging from his Sigma Nu pin to his
T. N. E.pin.

Pete's clothes were high priced, exceed­
ingly well cut, and he had a line that was
absolutely without an equal.. He co~ld

talk the average college man Into paYlng
an additional ten or fifteen dollars for a
suit as easily as a vendor sells peanuts at
a ball game. .A.nd Pete was a wise boy
in that he knew everyone on the campus
vvho amounted to anything, visited around
with the boys, and wore the sn~ppiest

clothes ever seen on any campus In the
11id,vest. Pete ,vas probably responsible
for the collegiate derby hat, the collegiate
mustache and the collecting of fraternity
pins. I'~e seen him with thirteen pins and
keys at one wearing.

Like Dad Marks Pete really had some­
thing to sell, and he gave good values in
his sales and was a most resplendent figure
\vherever he appeared.

The great contract to the stylish Pete
Burns is that perennial visitor, 1\;faiIPouch.
Mail Pouch is famous for his collection ?f
cuss words and his "lucky stones." He WIll
spend t,vo or th~ee day~ around a . house
telling yarns, stones so bIg t~at they ~ould
never be believed always telhng one bIgger
than any other p~rson could possibly hope
to tell. Truly, the first . liar has no .chance
when Mail Pouch is around. ,H'e. pIcks up
a little money carving Greek letters or
initials in Virginia lucky stones, small
round stones with a hole through them.
The stone is soft, and he does not have
the fine instruments that Dad Marks must
use.

Mail Pouch is quite a character. He can
swear in all the languages, and his con­
versation is so full of profanity that you
sometimes think he is talking a foreign
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language. He dresses roughly, he talks
roughly, his manners are crude, but he
gets by and is allowed to enter almost any
house. l\Jlail Pouch has a rather remark­
able knowledge of fraternities. It is well
to give him at least a show of hospitality,
for if you don't, the next school he visits
will get a very profane and uncompli­
mentary impression of your house.

The most picturesque man who visits the
colleges and universities is the chimney
sweep. He has a name, I guess,but to
most people he is the chimney sweep. He
is a small man, always covered with soot
and coal dust. He wears a tall stove-pipe
hat, decorated, and worn stiff and straight.
His occupation might be common-place
were it not for the fact that he goes from
campus to campus, cleaning only fraternity
and sorority house flues, arid yodeling. He
will straddle a chimney fifty feet in the
air and then as he works sing in a loud
and far-crying voice, and then top it off
with a long-drawn yodel. His yodeling
is not professional, and his songs are not
high grade, but he has made a name for
himself. If he happens to be cleaning the
Kappa Sig chimney, then he'll sing the
praises of Kappa Sigma. If he's knocking
the soot out of the D. U. chimney, then
the D. U.'s will hear their praises resound­
ing to the sky and to the dismay of the
neighbors.

The chimney sweep carries a book of
recommendations around with him, and he
claims to have swept chimneys on every
campus in the country. . He should make
money, for he charges $8 a job, and wher­
ever he goes he al'ways gets all. the work
he can do. His yodeling gets him bY,for
he is one of the finest bits of living adver­
tising that any house can ask.

Then there is "Old Murph." Murph is
best known in the colleges of the NIiddle
West. He appears about twice a· year and
is welcome wherever he goes. Murph is
a little fellow. It is hard to say who first
called him "1/Iurph," but as he says, "VeIl,
and vi should I not pe Murph as veIl as
anything else?"

11urph comes to the fraternity houses
and courteously rings the bell. Most boys
know him and invite him in. He .carries
a little sack, \vhich grows in size as the
day goes on. His business is thepuf'­
chasing of second-hand clothes and shoes.
He is a fair and honest person. Naturally,
he will pay as little as he can for a wo~n
suitor pair of shoes, but he pays well In
proportion to some of his more' pecunious
brother merchants.

He is quite inoffensive and is well liked.
His honesty is a point which he empha­
sizes. He will not enter a house unless
he is invited to enter. He ,vill not go
above the first floor of any house unless
he is accompanied by some one.

He has a keen sense of humor; and
when he is bargaining for a sui t, he ,vill
grin and suggest that he match' you for an
extra dollar on the price. One thing can
be said for 1\1urph: he has probably helped
as many men through tigh.t pl~ces as an~­
one. There is no chanty In Murph s
dealings, but he is fair and he is honest.


