






Freshmen Are Always in Season

George E. H oedinghaus Presents an
I nteresting Discussion on Rushing

The rushing season should not be a time
when pea-green freshmen are put through
a high-pressure campaign and come out with
a pledge pin on their lapels and a broom and
dust cloth in their hands.

On the contrary, it should be a time when
freshmen are exposed to the advantages
which the various fraternities have to offer,
and from these impressions the freshman
should be able to choose the organization to
which he wants to attach himself.

In this way the freshman will have no
,false impressions, and he won't wonder,
"Have I done the right thing?" He will be
satisfied and happy and will work heart and
soul for his organization. The fraternity,
on the other hand, will know that it has
won a fair fight against competing frater­
nities and that it has a good man who can be
depended upon to take his proper place in
the development of the fraternity.

This may seem rather fanciful and im­
possible in these days when every fratenlity
is fighting .for every available man and every
effort must be made to get new men to fill
the depleted ranks.

It so happens that I have been quite active
in rushing during the past three years, and
I have made some interesting observations
and have come to some definite conclusions.
Good rushing consists in making favorable
impressions on the rushee.

Alpha Rho Chi is the logical" fraternity for
a student of architecture to choose and if
the facts are brought before the rushee he
will choose Alpha Rho Chi without being
high-pressured.

Impressions may be made in several ways.
In the first place, keep up appearances. The
chapter house should be kept in the best
possible condition not only during rushing
season but during the entire year. Then, too,
the brothers should keep themselves looking
presentable at all times.

Probably one of the most important fac­
tors in rushing is to have as many people
as possible around the house during rush
season. There is always power in numbers.

When the rushee is brought to the house
every effort should be made to-make him feei
at home. Every brother should make it his
duty to meet and talk to every rushee that
comes to the house. The rushee should be
shown all points of interest about the house.

It· has been my experience that one or two
fellows working on a man can generally do
more than a whole group. An active should
be selected who seems to be similar to a
particular rushee and he should be made
responsible for that rushee. I have found
that nine times out of ten a man will pledge
a house because of one or two individuals
before he will pick a house that has a big
namenr reputation and in which he has no
friends.

The program for rush week should be
given some thought. I do not think that a
smoker or some other so.rt of organized
entertainment every night of rush week is of
any value.

I am much more in favor of having one
good smoker early in rush week with which

to contact as many of the new students as
possible. Then the remainder of the week
can be spent in entertaining them individu­
ally. This gives the brothers plenty of op­
portunity to really "size up" the prospective
member, and the freshman feels elated in
running around with honest-to-God college
men.

In our local chapter we have developed an
excellent contact system which has been
working very well during the past three
years. It consists of a high school and junior
college smoker which is held in May. In­
vitations to the affair are sent out about
three weeks in advance to every high school
and junior college in southern California.

These invitations are blue-printed on
sheets about four by eight inches which are
folded once. On one side is a map showing
the location of the house, and on the other
side is the announcement.

The evening's entertainment consists of a
welcome by the Worthy Architect, a humor­
ous or entertaining talk by a faculty mem­
ber, a serious talk on architecture by the
dean, a talk about the university by the dean
of men, a talk about the fraternity by Verle
L. Annis, W.iG.S., and musical entertainment
by members of the chapter. After refresh­
ments the party is adj ourned to the College
of Architecture where the guests are shown
the building and the current exhibitions.
Those that visit the house sign the guest
book and thus we compile a rushee list to
work on between :Nlay and the time school
opens in September.

Last year's smoker was the most success­
ful thus far. We had 26 rushees of which
five came to school in September. Others
from that group are expected to come to
school sometime later. Of the five that caIne
four were pledged early in rush week.

More than one of our recent pledges have
told me that they came to the University of
Southern ,California because of the very
favorable impression received at one of our
smokers. Weare not only rushing students
that come to the university, but we are en­
couraging students to come to the university
so we can rush them. The University of
Southern California is a private institution
and is in competition for students with the
state university.

Organized rushing during the summer
months is of little value, in my opinion. We
tried to have a summer rush dance once or
twice and were unsuccessful.

Late -in the summer \ve \vrite letters. to all
those who attended the smoker in May and
inquire of each one whether or not he is
coming to school. After we get the answers
we then make a new list of those who are
definitely coming. During the two weeks be­
fore school starts we contact each one by
getting a couple of actives and taking him
out for the evening. We also arrange to
meet our rushees on the campus the first
day of school and help them register and
get acquainted with the university.

This procedure works very successfully
and is inexpensive. Our rushing expenses for
the summer amounted to about $4.75. Our
total rushing expenses for the season did
not run over $18. Of the students which
entered in September we pledged twelve
men of exceptionally high calibre.

Of the twelve only three are straight

freshmen and the remainder have gone to
junior college or some other university. The
junior colleges have become very popular in
California during the past three years and
this fact has made some difference in our
rushing procedure. These older men cannot
be high-pressured. They are more careful
about the contacts they make and, believe
me, they ask plenty of questions before
pledging.

The pledging of one of our junior college
men was interesting and is an example of
how these older men keep their eyes open.
This particular man came to the university
from out-af-state on a scholarship and has
proven to be one of the best students in the
entering class. After being on the campus
he pledged a social fraternity.

Our pledges who are in his design class
soon got acquainted with him. These pledges
evidently told him about Alpha Rho Chi and
after a week or so he had broken his pledge
at the social house. Then a little later our
pledges brought him over to our house for
lunch, and about a week afterwards he
pledged. N'o freshman would ever take such
decisive action as this. Incidentally, this fel­
low asked more questions about the financial
condition of the chapter than anyone to
whom I ever offered a bid.

This example shows that the professional
fraternity is being more fully recognized
and that the college student is thinking about
getting something besides a good time out of
his college li f e. In regards to rushing, I
think it shows that rushing is not a cut and
dried procedure. It must be varied with each
individual case and the rushee should be
studied so that an appropriate attitude may
be taken towards him.

This year. our active chapter was small
so vve. put our pledges to work at making
contacts. Immediately after each man was
pledged he was given a long talk and told
9uite a bit about the fraternity and rush­
Ing. The pledges then lent valuable assistance
in making contacts for further rushing.
These pledges were in classes with the other
ne~ students and.had much more oppor­
tunIty to get acquaInted with them than the
actives.

The way in which a bid to the fraternity
is offered is very important. In our chapter
only the W.A. may offer a bid and he is gen­
erally assisted by one or two upperclassmen.
It is always a good point to start with a
definition of Alpha Rho Chi. Most freshmen
are scared stiff by the \vord "professional"
so it is well to tell what is meant by "pro­
fessional" and then stress the social activi-
ties of the chapter. ,

Of course, I always explain the financial
obligations but I put these matters in a
secondary place. I do not encourage anyone
to pledge who is not financially able to do
so, but I do think a rushee may be easily
scared by quoting a mess of big figures.
I never hesitate dropping a. pledge who be­
comes unable to keep up his financial ob­
ligations.

Yes, rushing is one of the most important
activities of the fraternity and should be
kept up ~he year 'round. Fish, ducks, and
deer are In season at short intervals through
the year, but freshmen are always in season.
A pledge pin just over the heart always de­
notes a good killing.


