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CASS GILBERT, Architect

.'9)700)000 United States
I r lne Court Btlilding

ulder construction 'l,n
ashington) D.C.

I t is quite fitting and
proper that the last job on
the trestle board of Archi­
tect Cass Gilbert should be
Classic Architecture.

He \yas both an Architect and an executive, able to direct staffs
and carry out his own designs, and from the beginning his work
bore the impression of his personality. His scholarship was com­
bined w'ith severely practical attention to the purpose for which
each structure- was to be used."

~~ * * *
~\ ez York Ti11'LeS of May 18, Editorial.

"His closing years were cro\iVned with the highest honor that
his country could give him in his selection as the architect of the
United States Supreme Court Building.

"If he lived in Athens in the age of Pericles, he would no doubt
have been chosen with Iktinos and Kallikrates to fashion the
'greatest gem on earth's zone.' In his day he was a leader among
those who have given America a prime place among the nations
in the art that 'aims at eternity.' Sir Christopher Wren could have
said that \iVith special fitness of the buildings of Cass Gilbert that,
being an ornament of his country, they help to establish a nation,
dra\iV people together and m'ake them love n10re their native land."

* * * *
C0lu1nbus) Ohio) Dispatch) May 2l.

"Death of Cass Gilbert Takes Outstanding United States Archi­
tect.

"Ga-s-s Gilbert, historians of art- may- ay, vv-as "i-he-fir-st- greaL
architect born and reared in the United States. His death, last
week, marked the close of an epoch-his life had signifled the
fruition of a whole period.

"Forces of Colonial origin produced him, his own innate genius
developed his gifts, and it was his privilege to open the doors of
the 1-'wentieth Century 0 far as building design and construction
vvere concerned."

Ti111e) ~1ay 28.

"For Minnesota he designed a $4,500,000 classical Capitol of
Georgia marble and granite, a 142-foot rotunda. His Municipal
Building in Waterbury, Connecticut, was pure colonial in brick
and white marble. Detroit's white marble Public Library was
Italian Renaissance. The Union Central Life Insurance Building
in Cincinnati was a towering office building. The $10,000,000 West
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Virginia State Capitol in Charleston was Classic. In 1899 he won
a con1petition with a French Renaissance rendering for a U. S.
Customs House in Manhattan:, moved to Manhattan shortly
thereafter.

"In 1913 Cass Gilbert completed and President Wilson formally
opened his most famed structure, the 792-foot Woolworth Build­
ing, still sixth tallest in NI:anhattan. To critics who obj ected to
the building's Gothic decorations and demanded a 'new' style in
ornaments, Cass Gilbert gave a reply which described his tradi­
tional, assured attitude toward architecture: 'New schools of cie­
sign come, with intervals of .centuries between, by slow evolution,
and can no more be created out of \iVhole cloth than new social
orders or systems of government. The problem of this great shaft
cried aloud for some fonn of Gothic treatment and the soaring
sense of uplift achieved Inore than justifies it.' But that Cass
Gilbert could also achieve complete simplicity in mass was proved
by his enonnous \iVarehouse f or the Army in Brooklyn."

* * * *
'fhe American Institute of Architects in Convention, May 18.

"Resolved, by The American Institute of Architects, in Sixty­
sixth Convention assembled, that in the passing of Cass Gilbert,
long and honored leader in design, construction and architectural
problems, the profession of architecture has lost a man of out­
standing ability, whose achievements remain in many of our

-5'i-at and cities-a-s-perrnanent monumen S 0 hIs-memory."

* * * *
Architectural Foru111) June, 1934.

"A high place in the profession was already his when in 1913
the Woolworth Building was completed, which clearly marked
him as a pioneer in a nev,T field of design, the inaugurator of the
skyscraper age.

"It may be that with his passing that age has reached its close.
On January 16, 1931, when awarded the gold medal of the Society
of Arts and Sciences, he said: 'We have carried concentration too
far now. We must begin to think of decentralization. The most
beautiful skyscraper that is possible has, not yet been built. It may
never be built. Those ot us living today may never see it, for the
need may change, and these ephemeral structures will not last
indefinitely.' "
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Org'anizations and Clubs of Which Mr.
Cass Gilbert Was a Member

8PPOINTED by President' Roosevelt, Chairman of Council
r\ of the Fine Arts.

Appointed by President Taft, Member of the Commission of
Fine Arts, reappointed by President Wilson.

Member of N atiortal Jury of Fine Arts, Chicago Exposition
National Jury for .i\rchitecture, Paris Exposition, 1900.
Commission for s~lectingdesign for reconstruction of the U. S.

Military Academy.
One of .the founders of the Architectural League, N ew York;

President (191~-1914).

National Institute of Arts and Letters; President, 1919.
American Institute of Ar'chitects; President, 1908-1909.
American Academy of Arts and Letters.
National Academy of Design; President, 1926-1933.
Hortorary Corresponding Member, Royal Institute of British

Architects.
Honorary Member, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada.
Architectural Society, University of Liverpool, England.
Honorary Foreign Member, Royal Academy of Arts.
Chevalier, Legion of Honor.
Society of the Cincinnati Pilgrims.
Master Architect, Alpha Rho Chi.
1fetropolitan Museum of Art, Trustee.
Awarded gold medal by Academy of Arts and Scienees; gold

medal, National Institute of Arts and Letters; gold medals, Paris,
St. Louis, and San Francisco Expositions.

Clubs-Century, Union, University (New York); .Metropolitan
~'Xashington) ;' Waterbury (Conn.); Union Interalliee (Paris);
A~henaeum (London).

List of Buildings Designed 6y
Mr. Cass Gilbert

Capitol and other buildings of St. Paul.
Essex County Court" House, Ne'wark, N.J.
Agricultural Building,Onlaha Exposition, 1897.
Broadway-Chambers, West Street, N ew York.
Woolworth Building, New York.
Art Building and Festival Hall, St. Louis Exposition.
Central Public Library.
Detroit Public Library. I

General Plan of University of 11innesota.
University of Texas.
Arkansas Capitol, Little Rock, for completion.
United States Treasury Annex, Washington, D.C.
Ann)'r Supply Base, Brooklyn, N e\v York.
Federal Reserve Bank, Minneapolis.
West Virginia State- Capitol.
United States Chamber of Commerce, vVashington, D.C.
City Hall, Waterbury, Conn.
Union Club, New York, one of the architects.
Union Central Life Insurance Building, Cincinnati.
Gibraltar Building for ~rudential Life Insurance Co., Newark,

N.J.
Consulting architect for Port of N ew York Authority on the

George Washington Bridge and' Kill Van Kull Bridge.
United States Supreme Court Building, Washington, D.C.
United States Court House, New York.
Seaside Tuberculosis Hospital, Niantic, Conn.
New York Life Insurance Building, N ew York.
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