












DEAR 11R. JAMES:

I was interested in the frankness of your recent letter: "won­
dering if architecture and architects are going to be lost in the
shuffie-etc."

I believe I realize that most of the architects have had a hard
time financially during the past several years-and I have been
no exception: but at the same time I do not believe our situation
has been much \\"orse than has been most of the other professions,
or other departments of the building industry. It is possible that
. some sections of the country the architect's services are heing
supplanted by other agencies, such as some planning agencies
closely knit to the construction end of the building industry; but
here in our section of the country this is not so much of a prob­
len1; and here I believe the building public still believes in the
necessity of the architect's services in connection with any im­
portant building program-separate and distinct from the con­
struction part of the work.

You suggest we give the "fellowship idea a spin." That's fine,
but how can we alumni do it? I am open to being shown. I do
not know many Alpha Rho Chis throughout this immediate ter­
ritory; but admit I would be pleased to join in on any get-together
that could be planned reasonably close and convenient.

You 'ask that we pool our ideas and get started. I'm sorry I
have nothing to add to the "pool"; but in your work on the Grand
Council you may have some definite and workable ideas. I would
be glad to know of them.

Cordially and fraternally yours,
CHAS. W. SHAVER,
Honorary Member Paeonios Chapter,
Salina, Kansas

DEAR BROTHER JAMES:

I am not greatly worried about architecture losing its status as
a profession or even hecoming a socialized trade; but by all means
I will be more than glad to do any thing that I can to further
the organization or the profession.

You mention fellowship and ag:a.m I will have to say that I am
in the dark but will start with the mention and say "sure, let's go
ahead." Would like to have more of the details. My own brilliant
offering would be to acquaint our younger men with a knowledge
of law and finance. I am fully c«}nfident that any young man who
has completed the technical course and then spends a year in a
school of Law where he absorbs contracts, agency, personal and
real property, torts, liability, etc., will find himself a much better
architect for his trouble. I do not mean to make lawyers out of
architects but I do mean to give architects a firmer foundation
from which to proj ect the services they have to offer.

Fraternally yours,
ELMO C. BRUNER, Theron '31,
733 South Yale, Tulsa, Okla.

DEAR BROTHER JAMES:

In recent years we've all become very interested in a number of
questions, namely: What caused the depression? What is happen­
ing to business-to our government? And, why has architecture
failed to receive its just patronage during this recovery period?
There seems to be more than one reason or answer to each of
these questions, but all ans\vers seem to depend a great deal upon
public opinion. To me that is the answer as to why architecture,
as a whole, hasn't progressed in recent years. In the eyes of the
public architects are only needed when big buildings are built and
very few have been built in recent years.

The older I become the more I realize that public opinion is the
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n1ain factor in this democracy of ours. In other words, if public
opinion is with you, you'll succeed; if it's against you, you'll fail;
if it's indifferent, you'll exist. I need not point out what classifica­
tion architecture falls in.

In the last seven years the government has shown by its F.H.A.
program that public opinion can be controlled or guided by propa­
ganda (disguised advertising). Being an outsider (no longer prac­
ticing architecture), I've discovered some strange things. The
average new home owner is proud of, and even in some cases brags
about, how he avoided paying architectural fees. You and I know
that he's just fooling himself, but if we tell him so in so many
words, Mr. Public just gets angry and replies "sour grapes," etc.,
and no one benefits. Another thing; sad but true the average per­
son doesn't know the true function of the architect; it's all hazy
and just a lot of big sounding words to him. I consider this con­
dition the fault of the architectural profession as a whole.

It looks to me as if the architectural profession must make the
public architectural conscious. The man with the three thousand
dollar house n1ust be made to feel proud that his home was de­
signed by a real architect. In fact, he should demand that his house
be designed by an architect, but we can't force the public through
laws to think like we do, the public must want architecture of its
own free will.

I helieve there is a solution to this problem in your fellowship
idea for through this co-operation it will be possible to start a
national propaganda (disguised advertising) program which will
make the American public understand the primary functions of
the architect and create a public desire for architectural assistance.
I feel sure such an undertaking could be financed by a national
small house plan bureau (federal approved if possible), in which
each participating architect contributes, at regular intervals, a
small house plan. Possibly something already used once, but not
to be used again in the contributor's own immediate area....

Fraternally yours"
L. T. BOSSARD,
2811 East 4th,
Tulsa, Oklahoma

DEAR BROTHER JAMES:

I agree, heartily, with you in the desirability of more alumni
action, and I feel that we have scarcely touched the possibilities
which are inherent in the fraternity. As a result of some corre­
spondence with Dwight Ely and others within the past few years,
I have begun to wonder if I were wrong in thinking that the
greatest field of the fraternity is in the profession rather than
in the schools and I have been reminded that in practice the greater
amount of activity has been among the undergraduates.

I do believe, however" that just as in the typical chapter, our
men have been a selected homogeneous working nucleus who can
act as a sparkplug or catalytic agent to cause things to happen,
so, in the profession and' specifically in the American Institute of
Architects, the alumni can perform a corresponding function.

Before determining upon our obj ectives in that field, it would
first be necessary to build up or restore a group consciousness
among the alumni. This will have to be based on more than a­
sentimental harking back to the dear old, college days. Perha~ it
can not be accomplished until we do have a definite and cfearly
understood nation-wide purpose. It appears to me that the local
alumni chapters are in a fairly good condition but that the inter­
ests of these chapters are primarily, as perhaps they should be,
concerned with the local or nearby active chapters.

I believe that for men w'idely scattered, and with diversified
interests, and with little opportunity to meet in a large convention,
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a publication is most essential. It seems to me that we might
widen the scope of, or otherwise change the policies of THE
ARCHI. I do not say this in criticism of THE ARCHI because I
think that it is quite satisfactory as a publication for the active
chapters, and a sort of news sheet for all of us, but I believe that
somehow it should appear more frequently with good readable
but serious articles either original or reprints, having to. do with
the architectural profession, and a strong editorial policy regard­
ing the fraternity and professional affairs. I should like to see it
a nlagazine which we would send gratus to architectural school
libraries, and such that it would attract favorable attention !hy its
appearance and content. I n1ake these very broad suggestions

. without knowing the actual editorial or financial workings of
THE ARCHI.

The above suggestions are perhaps rather diffuse but I believe
that they have a bearing on the section. of the constitution which
you quote. In any case, I want to giv~ y?U moral support in your
endeavors, and I shall be interested' to hear the results of your
letter.

Yours fraternally,
'WALTER A. TAYLOR
Department of Architecture
Syracuse University
Syracuse, N.Y.

DEAR BROTHER JAMES:

Everything you say is true about the need of a national organi­
zation of young men to get architecture back where it belongs.
I am doubtful,however, if Alpha Rho Chi is the group to do it.
I think the group should have more representation than we alone
can give. . . . _

Alone I have been trying to excite the younger men into joining
the Junior A. 1. A., but I am stopped by both the A. 1. A. who
do not want too many young men, and by the young men them­
selves who are apt to consider the group too conservative....

At the same time our problem could be over organization. I be­
long to the following: Pasadena .l\rchitectural Club, Junior
A. 1. A., A P X alumni, U. S. C. alumni. All have meetings for
the same purpose. Now there are a number of men who practice
in Southern California who are eligible to none of these groups....

For that reason I suggest sotnething like the following: A na­
tional organization for young men in architecture-either a new
organization or the Junior A. 1. A. revamped.

Sincerely,
WHITNEY R. SMITH, Andronicus,
Radio Center Building,
Hollywood, California

THE MAIL BAG
NEW ADDRESSES

WallaceW. Arendt, 8 Gibson Drexler Bldg., Santa Maria, Calif.
Cecil F. Baker, 1178 Virginia, Columbus, Ohio
Ralph W. Beckes, 1626 Beale, Bakersfield, Calif.
Wallace C. Bonsall, 120 S. Catalina Ave., Pasadena, Calif.
William G. Costello, 927 Madiso~, Bin'~ingham, Mich.
Claude H. Coyne, 4815 E. Washington, # 10, Indianapolis, Ind.
Marvin A. Davis, 1737 Ensley, West Los Angeles, Calif.
Glenwood A. Deacon, 101 Stanley Rd., Roanoke, Va.
Efflo E. Eggert, 383 Fallis Rd., Columbus, Ohio
Henry E. Fairchild, 43 Farmington Ave., Hartford, Conn.
Wm. W. Faris, #2 Clara Ave., Webster Groves, Mo.
Harrold D. Flint, Box 603, Bloomington, Ill.
Frederick W. Fuger, 160 McMillan, Kercheval Sta., Detroit, Mich.
Rex H; Galles, 4221 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Ralph H. Harman, Route 1, Springfield, Ohio
Culver Heaton, 448 Tamarac Dr., Pasadena, Calif.
Bernard Hult, 5746 N. Maplewood Ave., Northtown Sta., Chicago,

Ill.
R. E. Hult, 5746 N. Maplewood, Northtown Sta., Chicago, Ill.
Bruce Ihlenfeldt, 861 Halloran, Wood River, Ill.
J. S. Jenkins, ~5 Riverview Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Kern1it O. Johnson, 3620 3rd Avenue S., Minneapolis, Minn.
Robert A. Jorgensen, 1715.E. Harwell St., Seattle, Wash.
Clarence B. Kerberg, 8 N. Tacoma Ave., Apt. 3, Indianapolis, Ind.
Henry P. Krapp, 837 South Willian1s, Denver, Colo.
Karl H. Kuhn, 205 McKinley, Kercheval Sta., Grosse Pointe Fanus,

Mich.
Donald M. Mayne, 33 Neron Pl., New Orleans, La.
Lester F. McBride, 2110 Magnolia, Burbank, Calif.

Harold F. Naser, 307 N. Union St., Tecun1seh, Mich.
G. E. Nuckols, 2903 Groveland Ave., Richmond, Va.
Ralph E. Rapson, 221 E. Ontario, Chicago, Ill.
D. J. Rice, Monteagle Assembly, Monteagle, Tenn.
Clarence A. Rinard, 1610 University, Columbia, Mo.
Leo S. Rovtar, 149 Piedmont Rd., Columbus, Ohio
Edw. G. Schaefer, 720 E. 13th St., #7, Indianapolis, Ind.
Franklin G. Scott, 310 Beech St., Berea, Ohio
Charles B. Stnith, 141 S. High St., :NIarion, Ohio
W. H. Stevenson, 213 Fleming Ave., Ft. V\Tayne, Ind.
John R. Tanner, 4460 Royal Palm Ave., Miami Beach, Fla.
Bernard J. Wagner, 564 First St., Westfield, N.].
Albert W. Wenthe, 21 Briarcliff, Clayton, Mo.
Russel E. Williams, 2142 Scheffer Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Hubert Morris Walter, 1637 Thon1as St., St. Paul, Minn.

WHERE?
These men have had to be dropped from THE ARCHI n1ailing list

recently because we do not have their latest address.

Wallace T. Bruce
John F. English
Arthur L. Held
Anton N. Johnson
Robert Wm. Kurtz, J r.
Francis J. McDonald
Leo W. Sliva
Savo M. Stoshitch
Edward X. Tuttle
John Andrew Vandis, Jr.
J. F. Whisenano


