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rives. He 'iVas married August 31,
1904, to Mis Bertha Walker. Hi
two child,ren are Elizabeth and
Helen.

The things intangible in Pro­
fessor Provine's life are many and
not so simply stated. High on the
list-and by which he will be long­
est remembere.d by those of us
who have known him so intim­
ately are: a wise and sagacious
counsellor, sound of judgment an-d
full of understanding, calm and
imperturbable; an indomitable
strength of character; a leader of
impeccable honesty; absolute integ­
ri tv and sinceri tv of puroose· aI • "' A

deep and abiding sense of loyalty
and devotion to duty; his belief in
architecture as ,a vital, pulsating
force which shapes the lives of all
of us; a friend whose friends are
legion; a teacher who never lost
interest in a single one of his stu·~

dents.

I t would be altogether fitting
that an alumnus of the U niver ity
of Illinois should make the ere··
marks of appreciation. But as one
who has known him intimately and
personally through 30 years, I
speak for that multitude of men
and \vomen upon whose lives: and
characters he has left a profound
and lasting impression. In their
name it .is only fitting that we
wish for him and Mrs. Provine
all of the good things of life yet
to tome, and assure him that his
place in' the history of architectur­
al education is one which will not'
be soon forgotten.

* * *
Ernest Langford, to 'Whom THE

ARCHI is indebted for this account
of Professor Provine's career, 'W'as a
member of the facult;J, Department of
Architecture, University of Illinois,
fr.oln 1919 to 1925. He .received the
M,.S. degree from Illinois in 1924 a'nd
since 1925 has been Professor and
Head of the D'epartment of Architec­
ture at Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas, College Station, Tex­
as. In addition to his academic work,
he conducts a limited practice and is
a melnber of the Texas Society of
A rchitectsand the A merican Institute
of Architects. He is active in munici­
pal affairs and has served as Mayor
of the City of College Station sinci
1942.

David H. Williams

(CD" served for many year as
President of the Iktinos Building
As ociation and carried a large
part of the work involved in main­
taining ownership of a fraternity
house property througli. varying
chapter administrations. His nev­
er-failing intere t in the chapter
and devotion to its problems have
been invaluable to Iktinos through-
out it history. '

at Michigan. The disruption of
univer ity life during World W'ar
I, occurring when the fraternity
had only ju~t been established,
made the resumption of chapter
activities very uncerfain. Under
"D's" vigorous 'leadership a small
group of alumni made possible the
acquisi tion of a house and re­
e tablishment of the chapter in its
own home, at a most advantage­
ous location adj acent to the cam­
pus and near the Architectural
College. That hou e at 608 East
Madison, later altered and en­
larged, has provided a permanent
home for I tkino Chapter for 30
years and ha been basic to the
growth and preent strength of
the chapter.

Mr. William wa born in Du­
luth, Minnesota, and graduated in
archi tecture from the U niversi ty of
Michigan where he wa an Alpha
Rho Chi and a member of Tau
Sign1a Delta. lIe was a designer
in the office of George W. Graves,
Detroit architect, and an a soci­
ate with Robinson and Campau of
Grand Rapids. He also worked
with Mill, Rhine, Bellman and

ordhoff in Toledo before going
to Mr. Mason' office. During
World War I he was in the U.S.
Flying Service.

"D.H." Williams has been a
principal supporter of Alpha Rho
Chi at Ann Arbor inceits incep­
tion in 1914. He was a leader in
the group of alumni which ac­
quired the present chapter house
property in 1919 at a most cri ti­
cal time in the frater~ity's history

David H. Williams, A.P.X. Alumnus
Now Heads Detroit Chapter of A.I.A.

David H. Williams, alumnu of·
Iktinos Chapter, is serving as Pre­
sident of the Detroit Chapter,
American Institute of Architects.
Mr. William has practiced in
Michigan since 1916, being as oci­
ated for many years with the of­
fice of George D. Ma on and
Company, leading Detroit archi­
tects. He became Vice-President
of that firm soon after the close of
World War I and President in
January 1948.

While President of the Institute
Chapter, lVlr. Williams is also a
director of the Michigan! Society of
Architects. O·ther Alpha Rho Chi's
currently on the Board of the So­
ciety are Leo M. Bauer, Ralph W.
Hammett, and John C. Thornton.

Mr. Williams played a prom­
inent part in the many important
buildings done by his firm, includ­
ing the Detroit Masonic Temple,
Standard Savings and Loan Build­
ing, Detroit Yacht Club, Detroit
College of Law Lincoln Motor
Car Plant, American Radiator
Building (Detroit). Housing proj­
ects by the firm have included
Herman Gardens and "Ti th associ­
ated architects, Parkside and
Brewster. The Central Woodward
Christian Church by the Mason
office 'iVon the A. I. A. Inedal.


