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Lorentz Schmidt, Anthemios ’13, Is A. 1. A. Director

(Continued from page one) <
Princess,’’ as the place to stake
off a claim to the designing
and planning of future schools,
public buildings and homes. A
faded newspaper clipping re-
calls that event, ‘“Chicagoan
Comes West and Picks the
Peerless Princess as Live
One.”

So it was here in 1915 that
Schmitty opened his first of-
fice, but he found it an ardu--
ous task to get started. The
old attitude expressed by "‘we
like your ideas, but we want
someone with experience’’ was
a big hurdle for him, just as it
is for every other ambitious
new practitioner, but he did
not give up.

Since opening his own of-
fice, he has handled success-
fully millions of dollars worth
of construction. Through fair
dealing with all he has justi-
fied the confidence reposed in
him by his clients and earned
the faith of contractors, mak-
ing his influence a great fac-
tor in raising the standards of
the building industry of our
state.

He has always been a friend
of the man on the job, and has
advocated good working con-
ditions and rates of pay. The
quality of his buildings reflects
the sincere cooperation of all
those working with him.

Schools,  churches,  resi-|
dences, factories, public |
buildings, apartments, hospi- |
tals and housing are included |
in his varied practice, com-|
missions for which have come
from the far corners of the
state. Kansas communities
have responded generously to
his offer of buildings designed
to interpret their way of life,
and have provided a clientele
that assures many future op-
portunities.

Today the firm, Schmidt,
McVay and Peddie, operates
in their own building, a very
comfortable and  pleasant
one, planned for the business
of architecture.

Schmidt, a corporate mem-
ber of the Institute since his

first year of practice, was the
first organizer of the Kansas
Architects, and has served
three times as president of the
state architectural organiza-
tions. Today the Kansas Chap-
ter is one of the strongest and
most active in the Institute.
Recognizing his leadership, the
Kansas Chapter presented his
name for Director of the Cen-
tral States District of the A. I.
A., and he was elected to that
position in 1948. His enthusi-
astic interest is demonstrated
by his visits to the various
chapters throughout the dis-
trict, where his personality has
made him a friend to all.

This year
Kansas en-
acted an Ar-
chitects’ Li-
cense Law,
largely as a
result of the
efforts of
this  “"Cru-
sader,” who
never gives up if he knows he
is right.

The varsatility of Schmit-
ty’s nature is well shown by the |
variety of his recreations. Ever |
since the days when he was|
working his  way through
school, he has always taken
some time out for play. Today
his skill — whether at golf,
fishing, hunting or poker —
puts him out ahead of the av-
erage competitor.

In Wichita he has consist-
ently devoted his best energies
to public service and the bet-
terment of the community. His
loyalty to his church is reflect-
ed by the religious tone in his
daily life. He has been an ar-
duous worker in Scouting and
other youth activities. Civic
clubs and the Chamber of
Commerce have always enjoy-
ed his support, backed by his
time and money. He heads the
powerful Building Industries
Committee and has activated
a statewide Builder's Forum
and annual Home Show.

He has always encouraged

higher standards of accom-
plishment among students.
The Freshman Scholarship A-
ward is given vyearly by
Schmitty at each of our two
state schools. Recognition of
merit, in the classroom, in the
office, and on the job, has al-
ways been a characteristic of
his relations with his associ-
ates.

If | were to pass up this op-
portunity to write about
Schmitty’s family, | am sure
he would be disappointed. His
wife and children, and now
grandchildren, have brought
him immeasureck!le happiness.
The close companionship of
Mrs. Schmidt and her sympa-
thetic participation in all his
activities have been a con-
stant inspiration.

It has given me great pleas-
ure to write of Lorentz
Schmidt’s work, for his career
and his whole philosophy of
life make a story that excites
enthusiasm.

* * *

Wendell Parks is an alumnus
of Anthemios Chapter, ‘27. Be-
fore studying at Illinois, he
worked in Lorentz Schmidt’s of-
fice.  After graduation he re-
turned to Wichita, where he was
associated at different times
with three other Anthemios
men, Glen Thomas, Harry Ov-
erend, and Godfrey Hartwell, all
of whom had worked with him
in Schmidt’s office.

Since 1938 Parks has practiced
in partnership with Ed Fors-
blom in Wichita. Work now be-
ing done by the firm includes
city and parochial schools, hos-
pital additions, a girl’s dormitory
for the state, and a large plant
for the Wichita Coca Cola Com-
pany.

Parks has served two terms,
1945 and 1946, as president of
the Kansas Chapter of A. 1. A.
He reports that Y. M. C. A. work
is his outside interest and fish-
ing and golf his recreation. He
has three sons, one studying ar-
chitecture at Kansas State, one
studying psychology at Minne-
sota, and one in high school.



