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Lorentz Schmidt

ILorentz Schmidt Represents Central States
Architects; Is Regional Director of Institute

Sy Wendell Parks
Lorentz Schmidt of Wichita,

Kansas, R ~gional Director for
the Central states District of
the A. I. A., was a member of
the Arcus Society at University
oj Illinois, one of the two found­
ing societies of Alpha Rho Chi.
Later he served the fraternzty on
the Grand Council as W.G.E. His
interest in Alpha Rho Chi and
_Anf:he:nios Chapter has never
ta~·Z.ed and the Archi is happy to
publish thes.e comments on his
care 9f in architecture by one
oj his Anthemios brothers.

Architecture has ahvoys
;Jeen a highwCly of happiness
:n the life 0';: Lorentz Schmidt.
Today he renDS the rewords of
a life of service to his fellow
man and continues his service
in even greater measure.

Alpha Rho Chi at Illinois
was actually born in "Schmit·­
ty's" study room, where Arcus
men often met and discussed
fraternal possibilities. Today,
thirty six years after his initia­
tion into Alpha Rho Chi, we re­
view his busy life.

Kansas born, he spent his
youth on his father's farm
near Clyde, and planned to
make farming his vocation.
Later, however, he left the
farm and entered the State
Normal School at Emporia.

Aftef t-·vVO yecis he trans-·
ferred to the University of il­
linois and enrolled in Archi­
tecture in the College of En­
gineering, graduating in 1913.

From college he went first
to Chicago to gain a little ex­
perience. There he worked in
the office of Holabird &
Roche.

Leavin] Ch;cago, he headed
west to his native state, to be­
gin a career of service to the
peo:=:le he loved, in a country
filled with opportunities. He
chose Witchita, the "Peerless

(Continued on back page)

22ND CONVENTION
TO BE SCHEDULED;
PLACE NOT CHOSEN

Delegates to the 21 st con­
vention of the fraternity at
Ann Arbor in June, 1948, dis­
cussed tentative plans for the
succeeding 22nd convention.
Selection of a convention place
was postponed for further con­
sideration by the chapters and I
the Grand Council. The fra-\
ternity constitution provides I

that a conven.tion shall be held
bi-ennialy and when the place
is not fixed by the preceding
convention, it is determined by
the Grand Council.

After the Ann Arbor con­
vention, Harry Tour of Knox­
ville, Tennessee, made a sug­
gestion about future conven­
tions. "Many APX alumni are
active in The American In­
stitute of Architects * * * T~...ere
ore always 15 or 20 Alpho Rho:
Chi men at every A. I. A. con- i

vention. Why not capitalize on
this situation and have our
APX convention concurrent
with the A. I. A. meeti ng the
same as the NCARS, the Pro- "Who Gets ARCHI?"
ducer's Council, and other re- All M b Wh
lated groups? In this way there em ers ·ose
would be far more alumni at-l Add A K
tending the APX convention I resses re DOWn
than would be possible if the; "Only a very few of our
two were not held together. I chapter members received a
realize that few students or copy of THE ARCHI this last
chapter representatives norm- summer. Does THE ARCH I
ally attend A. I. A. conven- staff have a complete list of
tions. However, * * * the op- members and thei r address­
portunity of attending an AlA es?"
convention would be of inesti- James Goncher, Demetrios
mabie value to architectural W. 5., asked this question in
students. They would meet his fall report to the Grand
many leaders in the profes- Council. The answer is that
sian, get a taste of what is go- THE ARCHI mailing list in­
ing on in principal architec- cludes every member of the
tural circles, get acquainted fraternity whose address is
with a larger number of APX kn::>wn to the circulation of­
alumni, and receive the inspir- fice. If any APX, active or
ation. w~ich ,somes from these alumni, is not receiving a copy,
associations. he can get it by dropping a

Dwight Ely, W. G. A., com- card with his name, chapter,
mended the suggestion but and correct mailing address to

(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 3)
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Life Membership Card

THE ARCH!ublished by Alumni Active Membership Cards, Designed
...A'il!D~ ALPHA RHO CHI, B D EI G T L S~1;:~~iO~:~te;,~~~~~ y • y, 0 0 ife ubscription Holders

limiting its mem- I I--h j'f A t' M ~-----------_.
bersh,ip to students: e nevv LI e C Ive em- •
of architecture I bership card for alumni, de-
and the allied
professions. signed by Dwight Ely, W. G.

Address nlateri- A b h
.als for publication ., is now eing sent to t ose
to the editor, John members who pay their alumni
J. Zimmerman,
147 East 18th St., dues by tne Ii'fe subscription of
New York 3, N. $'"'1:: II

Y. Address matters concerning circulation L.J, at one ti me or in insta -
to the Circulation Office, Box 713, Station ments over three consecutive
A, Champaign, Ill.

THE GRAND COUNCIL years. The card is reproduced
DWIGHT P. ELY, 'V.G.A., 802 Buckeye here in blac~ and white; the

Bldg., Columbus 1, O.
VERLE L. ANNIS, 'V.G.S., Box 64, u. original cards are handsomely

of So. California, Los Angeles, Calif. emoossed, with red, blue and
GEORGE A. 'VHITTEN, W.G.E., 1619

vValnut Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. gold in the lettering.
A~~,U~a.D. PICKETT, G. L., Round Life dues have been paid _. ,~\:

UNDERGRADUATE in full by 8 alumni, represent-
CHAPTERS ing 5 chapters. These are:

ANDRONICUS ~ U. of So. California, ANTHEMIOS - Joe· W. Ganschinietz, /.l~/
710 .W 28th St., Los Angeles 7, Cal. George A. Whitten. ".//}f':.

_\.NTHEMIOS U. of Illinois, 1108 So. DElVIETRIOS-Dwight P. Ely.
First St., Champaign, Illinios. ;MNESICLES - Myro,n R. D,asset, Anton

DEMETRIOS - Ohio State University, 101 Johnso,n, Harry J. Korslund.
Twelfth Ave., ColumbUS, Ohio. PAEONIOS-Chas. W. Shaver (Hon.)

IKTINOS - U. of Michigan, 608 East THERON-Verle L. Annis.
Madison, Ann Arbor, Michigan. p' I f I'f d

KALLIKRATES - U. 'Of Virginia, Box artla payments 0 I e ues L. Morgan Yost Edits
1702, University Station, Charlottsville, have been made by:

l\J~~i~~ES - U. of Minnesota, 609 On- ANDRONICUS-Robert Y. Meyer. Institute Chapter Bulletin
tario St. S. E. :Mil1neapolis, Minn. ANTHEMICS - Carl R. Blum, John P.

Guyer, Fred A. Rahn, Lorentz Schmidt. L. M.organ Yost,. Demetrios
DEMETRIOS-J. J. Black, V. E. Fulkner,

D · h El ILot Green, Warren C. Sutter, Walter A. '31 of. Kenilworth, Illinois, iswIg t y Marries Taylor.

D h P I I W G
IKTINOS-Arnold B. Berg, Charles T. First Vice President of thep Chi-

wig t a mer E y, . . A. Miller, Migel C. Rozas, Charles G. Slater, Ch A I A d
of the fraternity, and Mrs. John J. White, Jr. cago . apter, . . ., an

MNESICLES-George L. Dahl. Editor of the Chapter Bulletin.
Ferne M. Elliott were married PAEONIOS-O. L. Lantz.
on September 6, 1949, in Co- POLYKLITOS-George D. Smith, Jr. That Bulletin is distinctive in

Annual dues are acknow- content and format-the Sep'-
lumbus, Ohio. The ceremony I d d b bl d h he ge y a ue car, wit t e tember number is printed in a
was performed by Rev. Gordon Grand Council seal in gold, size similar to ·the A. I. A.
S. Price at Trinity Church. ,showing the member s name Journal and includes 16 pages
Howard E. (Doc) Letson, De- Aand chapter. lumni who had of timely and interesting news
metrios '21, was best man for paid their 1949 dues before for Chicago architects. Yost is
Brother Ely. June 1 were listed in the June well known for his distinguish-

Ely is an alumnus of Deme- Archi. Since then, W. G. E. ed work in contemporary resi­
trios Chapter. He graduated Whitten reports the following dential design and as consul-
from Ohio State University in additions to the roster tant to several magazines.
191 7 d f ANDRONICUS - M. Lee Ellis, Robso.n" A th A P X L M,an soon a ter went Chambers, Denver Markwith, Jr., Robert no er . . ., eo .
with the Ohio Farmers Insur- Y. ,Meyer, Herbert B. Pratt, John R. Ross, Bauer, Anthemios '14, of De-

C C I b
Lorrin L. Ward, R,oy B. Winder, Jr. .. d' h B I

ance ompany at 0 um us, .ANTHEMIOS-John B. Abbott, Walter G. trolt, IS representeln t e u-
where he is now Production I B1Shop, ch.auncley M. B.U~~., Alb.ert 0.: .Ietin with an article on OfficeBumgar_dner, Ralph W. Cram, Jr., Pr,of.
"Aana~"'r. Ralph Fanning, Donald H. Honn, Howard'i Practice, which was presented

..-: w. H'ovey, Bernard H. Ivey, Fred H. h 1949 . f h
"Pop" Ely has served AI- Jobusch, DOinald T. Jordon, Bernard E'I at t e convention. 0 t e

Pha Rho Chi on the Grand Kinsock, Harold C,. Kniebusch, Ralph E. Michigan Society of Archi­
Kock, Wm. H. K,oenlg, Jose:pih P. Llewellyn,

Counci I as W. G. A. since Joseph J. Patterson, Carl R. Paulson, Casel tects.
1923. The 21st Nat 'lonal Con- M. Rutledge, Edward J. Slygh, Edgar A. The Bulletin notes that Har-

Stubenrjauch, Wm. Stuhr, Hartry B. Tour,

t · t A A b . 1948 Glen Yockey. ford Field, A. P. X. from An-
ven Ion a nn r or In DEME,TRIOS-J. T. Beem, Wm. T. Col.. h' . ('24) hid h'
officially recognized his lead- loredo, Carl E. Kuck, J'oseph T. Thomas. t emlos ,as c ose IS
ershl'p I'n a resolut'lo'n express- IKTINOS-Gordo,n . A. Belson, Arnold B. Hinsdale III inois office andBerg, George P. Eve,rson, Arthur L. Held" , ,
ing the gratitude of the fra- Jr., George J. Lind, John D. Martindale, moved to Hartheoma on Glen

David H. Miller, Willard Oberdick, Laur- C M' h' h
ternity and authorizing the a- ence T. Ray, Richand G. Snyder, George Lake, edar, IC Igan, were
ward of a S'llver medal com- Sp!au, Jr., R'obert. J. Stoll, Oscar F. he has a comfortable rural

WIld, D;Oinald Wolbrlllk.
memorating his 25 years in KALLIKRATES-G. L. Bangham. practice.

MNESTICLES-Floyd W. Bro,wn, Wallace,
office. T. Bruce, Btruce R. Church, Newton E. For this Chicago news THE

Th b . h f h f Griffith, W. C. Hamilton, He.nry O. Leon- ARCH I h k K h S . h. e est WIS es 0 t e ra- lard, Leonard A..Melkus, Clarence J. Olsen, t an s ennet mit
ternity go to Mr. and Mrs. Ely w. H. Schneider, G. B. YOI~att. . of that city President of the

PAEONIOS-Wm. H. Keomg, Leo ReId, ., ~

in their home at 2955 Palmet- Carl G. Ossmann, Clarence Rinard. Anthemios Alumni Assoc:a-
S C I b POLYKLITOS-Frederick C. Boldry. .

to treet, 0 um us. THERON-Richard S. Mont.gometry. tlon.
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Council Reports
Financial Status

George A. Whitten, W.G.E.,
has furnished the following
summary of assets and liabili­
ties from his financial state­
nlent for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1949:

ASSETS
CASH

Wilmette State Bank
General Fund. ---- $ 2,467.
Archi End·owment Fund --- 2,010.
Archi Operation 1,052.
Alumni Endowment Fund -- 236.
G. C. Annual Dues 304.
Building Fund (Kallikrates) - 230.

$ 6,299.
Undcposited Checks and Coupons - $ 55.
Accounts Receivable

G. C. Annual Dues ---- 258.
NOTES

Anthemios Control Corp. -- 5,000.
Iktinos Buildi.ng Association -- 800.

$ 5,800.
INVESTMENTS

Stocks and B'onds (Market) - $ 6,380.
(Archi Endowment Fund)

$18,792.

LIABILITIES
Building Fund (Kallikr,ates) - $ 230.
Accounts Payable

Current Archi Expense -- 224.
Net Worth 18,338.

$18,792.
NOTE: All acc,ounts receivable and ac­

counts payable shown 'on this
statement have since been paid.)

Kallikra'tes News
Raul Wilkins, one of Vir­

ginia's delegates to the 1948
convention, surprised his bro­
thers by getting married Aug­
ust 19. His bride, the former
Amelia Maxine Lewis, is from
Sayre, Pennsylvania.

Richard Moon sent this news
to the Archi, and wrote also
that th ree Ka II ikrates men
graduated in June and are'
now employed in archi­
tecture. They are Don Beall,
working in Washington, D. C.;
Joe Norris, employed by the
Navy at Portsmouth, Virginia;
and Dick Walton, working
hard down in Houston, Texas.

Russell Jordan was serious­
'Iy injured on August 21 when
he was pinned under his over­
turned car and badly burned.

Allen Cherry, William Dove
and Dean Owens are Kalli­
krates chapter officers this
fall.

New Chapter House For Iktinos
The- Ann Arbor chapter is'l'+''

in the process of establishing:
its new home at 640 Oxford
Road after 30 years at 608
East Madison. The Madison
Street location has been taken
by the University as part of a
site for a men's dormitory. The
new property is in the desi r­
able Hill-Washtenaw section
of Ann Arbor and includes a­
bout 2 Y2 acres of wooded
land. Necessary alterations to
the house, principally to pro- "608" Doorway to Move
vide enlarged dining quarters,
are proceeding rapidly. Plans C t-
include incorporating in the ooven Ion • · •
new house the familiar stone (Continued from. page one)
entrance doorvvay from 608 raised several questions for
East Madison. which satisfactory solutions

Successful consummation of would need to be found. liThe
the long negotiations with the matter of finances is, of
University and with owners of course, very important with us
properties available represents and as a consequence we have
many days of hard work by ac- been holding conventions (bi­
tive members and alumni of enniaD at an intermediate
the Iktinos Building Associa- point, such as Ann Arbor,
tion, including Bert Tro\Ne II , Champaign, or Columbus. * * *
Henry RUifrok, and O. K. Grif- Over and above the matter of
fith, officers of the Associa- railroad fare is the cost of
tion, Ralph Hammett of Ann lodging and board and this, of
Arbor, and Dave Stiffler and course, can be kept at a mini­
Robert McClure of the chap- mum when we meet in a chap-
ter. ter house. There is also the

M -I- Le matter of time. We have to
al log 1St lit • • hold our conventions at a time
(C-ontinued front page one) when our boys can all be a-

Box 713, Station A, Cham- way from school, which usual­
paign, Illinois. Progress has Iy means New Year's or the
been made in bringing the first part of June. We have
mailing list up to date, but ad- found, furthermore, that when
dresses are still missing and be- a chapter entertains a conven­
coming obsolete. tion, the chapter generally de-

If you move and do not I rives great benefit. Also, the
send _~~~_~~~_H~ ~o~! ~ew visiting d.elegates get a chance

the searcn TO frncl fo See otner chapters and how
you starts all over again. they are situated, and this is

Life subscription has been advantageous to them./I
paid by every member initiat- The convention, by the con­
ed since September 1, 1924. A stitution, has control of all
large proportion of those in- matters pertaining to the fra­
itiated before that date paid ternity as a whole. Matters
life supscriptions in the cam- considered by the delegates. to
paign conducted prior to 1930. the 21 st convention included
Since 1947, every initiated AI- finances, means of fostering
pha Rho Chi has been counted alumni support, THE ARCHI,
as a subscriber and should be the Alpha Rho Chi medal, new
receiving each Archi. Since chapters, revisions to the con­
1945, issues have appeared in stitution and by-laws, a plan
October, 1946; January, May, to give official status to re­
and November 1948; February tired W. G. A.'s, and elect ~n

and June, 1949. of Grand Council officers.
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Parks has served two terms,
1945 and 1946, as president ot
th9 Kansas Chapter ot A. I. A.
He reports that Y. M. C. A. work
is his outside interest and fish­
ing and golf his 'recreation. He
has three sons, one studying ar­
chitecture at Kansas State, one
studying psychology at Minne­
sota, and one in high school.

higher standards of accom­
pi ishment among students.
The Freshman Scholarship A­
ward is given yearly by
Schmitty at each of our two
state schools. Recognition of
merit, in the classroom, in the
office, and on the job, has al­
ways been a characteristic of
his relations with his associ­
ates.

If I were to pass up this op­
portunity to write about
Schmitty's family, I am sure
he would be disappointed. His
wife and children, and now
grandchildren, have brought
him immeas~recb!chappiness.
The close companionship of
Mrs. Schmidt and her sympa­
thetic participation in all his
activities have been a con­
stant inspiration.

It has given me great pleas­
ure to write of Lorentz
Schmidt's work, for his career
and his whole philosophy of
Iife make a story that excites
enthusiasm.

first year of practice, was the
first organizer of the Kansas
Architects, and has served
three times as president of the
state architectural organiza­
tions. Today the Kansas Chap­
ter is one of the strongest and
most active in the Institute.
Recognizing his leadership, the
Kansas Chapter presented his
name for Di rector of the Cen­
tra I States District of the A. I.
A., and he was elected to that
position in 1948. His enthusi­
astic interest is demonstrated
by his visits to the various
chapters throughout the dis­
trict, where his personality has
made him a friend to all.

This year
Kansas en­
acted an Ar­
chitects' Li-

p cense Law,
• largely as a

result of the
efforts of
.this "Cru­
sader," who

never gives up if he knows he
is right. * * *

The varsatility of Schmit- Wendell Parks is an alumnus
ty's nature is well shown by the of Anthemios Chapter, '27. Be­
variety of his recreations. Ever fore studying at Illinois, he
since the days when he was worked in Lorentz Schmidt's of­
working his way through fice. After graduation/he re­
school, he has always taken turned to Wichita, where he was
some time out for play. Today associated at different times
his skill - whether at golf, with three other Anthemios
fishing, hunting or poker _ men, Glen Thomas1 Harry Ov­
puts him out ahead of the av- erend, and Godfrey Hartwell, all

oj whom had worked with him
erage competitor. in Schmidt's office.

In Wichita he has consist-I . .
tl d t d h' b t '. S'lnce 1938 Parks has pract'lced

en __ y _~vo_e . IS es .. energIes in partnership with Ed Fors-
to public service and the bet- blom in Wichita. Work now be­
terment of ~he comm~nity. His ing done by the firm includes
loyalty to his church IS reflect- city and parochial schools, hos­
ed by the religious tone in his pital additions, a girl's dormit,ory
daily life. He has been an ar- for the state, and a large plant
duous worker in Scouting and for the Wichita Coca Cola Com-
other youth activities. Civic pany.
clubs and the Chamber of
Commerce have always enjoy­
ed his support, backed by his
time and money. He heads the
powerful Building Industries
Committee and has activated
a statewide Builder's Forum
and annual Home Show.

He has always encouraged

Lorentz Schmidt, Anthemios '13, Is A. I. A. Director
(Continued from page one)

Princess," as the place to stake
off a claim to the designing
and planning of future schools,
public buildings and homes. A
faded newspaper clipping re­
calls that event, "Chicagoan
Comes West and Picks the
Peerless Princess as Live
One."

So it was here in 1915 that
Schmitty opened his first of­
fice, but he found it an ardu-­
ous task to get started. The
old attitude expressed by "we
like your ideas, but we want
someone with experience" was
a big hurdle for him, just as it
is for every other ambitious
new practit'ioner, but he did
not give up.

Since opening his own of­
fice, he has handled success­
fully millions of dollars worth
of construction. Through fair
dealing with all he has justi­
fied the confidence reposed in
him by his clients and earned
the faith of contractors, mak­
ing his influence a great fac­
tor in raising the standards of
the building industry of our
state.

He has always been a friend
of the man on the job, and has
advocated good working con­
ditions and rates of pay. The
quality of his buildings reflects
the sincere cooperation of all
those working with him.

Schools, churches, resi-
dences, factories, publ ic
buildings, apartments, hospi­
tals and housing are included
in his varied practice, com­
rnissions ror which have come
from the far corners of the
state. Kansas communities
have responded generously to
his offer of buildings designed
to interpret their way of life,
and have provided a clientele
that assures many future op­
portunities.

Today the firm, Schmidt,
McVay and Peddie, operates
in their own building, a very
comfortable and pleasant
one, planned for the business
of architecture.

Schmidt, a corporate mem­
ber of the Institute since his
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