












MEN FOR THE AGES

These sketches, written by Jos. J. Pat­
terson, past Grand Lecturer, appeared in
The Archi in 1925 and 1926. They are
reprinted here with only minor editing
for continuity.

At the time of original publication,
Bro. Patterson said, "This work has en­
tailed considerable research which has al­
ways been most interesting, but often un­
productive of results desired.

"Our architectural ancestors were as
modest as many of their modern descend­
ants and consequently little can be ob­
tained as to their lives, beyond the men­
tion of their work."

The series was printed before the in­
stallation of Theron and Vitruvius chap­
ters, and therefore includes no history of
these men. Any brother having informa­
tion about these architects is invited to
submit it for publication.

Sketches of the ancient architects whose names designate our chapters.

Anthemios, after whom our chapter at the University of Illinois was named,
was a distinguished Greek architect and mathematician whose most noted work
was the famous church of St. Sophia at Constantinople. This structure was
begun under the patronage of Justinian about 552 A.D. This alone would be
sufficient; to give a man all the fame necessary, but Anthemios also turned his
hand to writing and produced several learned treatises on mathematics and
physics. How different were the ancient architects from the modern!

It is related of him that he quarrelled with his next door neighbor, Zeno,
and proceeded to annoy him in two ways.

First, he made a number of flexible leather tubes and contrived to fasten
them among the joists under the flooring of a fine upper room in which Zeno
was accustomed to entertain his guests. By passing steam through these tubes
he caused a miniature earthquake much to the discomfiture of Zeno and his
guests.

He also imitated thunder and lightning, the latter by means of an intolerable
light which he flashed into Zeno's eyes by means of a concave mirror.

Notwithstanding this disposition to play practical jokes we can but admire
the genius who could conceive and execute such a majestic structure as St.
Sophia, and Anthemios chapter should be proud to bear his name.

Assistant to Pericles
Ictinus, or Iktinos to spell it in the Greek form used by Alpha Rho Chi,

who is the "patron saint" of the chapter at Michigan, occupies an enviable
position in the ranks of architects of all time.

He lived in the middle of the fifth century B.C., being active principally
from about 450 to 430 B.C. Iktinos was an Athenian, and as such was interested
with Phidias, Kallikrates, and others in assisting Pericles in the execution of his
great schemes of public works.

With Kallikrates he designed the Parthenon, the unrivaled culmination of
Greek architecture, which was completed in 418 B.C. Iktinos was also the
architect of the beautiful temple of Apollo Epicurius at Bassae (near Phigalia in
Arcadia) , .and of the shrine at Eleusis in which the mysteries were celebrated.

In conjunction with Carpion h~ wrote a description of the Parthenon. Little
else is known of him, but the remains of these great monuments testify to his
wonderful mastery of the principles of Greek architecture and mark him as a
man for the ages.

Priest of Diana
The third chapter of Alpha Rho Chi was named after Demetrius. Ohio

State Archi men use the Greek form of Demetrios, however.
In common with most of the other ancient Greek architects the early life

and training of Demetrius are quite obscure. However, it is known that he
entered the priesthood of Diana and became thoroughly imbued with the wor­
ship of that goddess. Nothing, therefore, could be more natural than that much
of his attention should be paid to the designing of temples to the Huntress.

His most notable work was the temple of Diana, near Miletus in Asia
Minor. This is one of the outstanding structures of Grecian architecture. In
fact, Strabo has termed it "the greatest of all Greek temples," adding further,
"it continued without a roof on account of its bigness."

In conjuction with Paeonius, he completed, about 330 B.C., the temple of
Artemis at Ephesus, which had been commenced about 600 B.C.

(To be continued)
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The Grand Council
Robert F. Calrow, W.G.A., 4828 Gar­

field Ave. S., tMinneapolis, Minn.
Richard E. Murray, Jr., W.O.E., Box

3092, University Station, Columbus
10, Ohio.

James T. Lendrum, W.G.S., 421 N.W.
32nd St., Gainesville, Fla.

Grand Council Appointments
Dale Benedict, G.L., 1629 Broadway

North, Seattle 2, Wash.
John R. Liimatainen, Editor of the Archi,

Box 3092, Columbus 10, Ohio.
George A. Whitten, G.A., 1619 Walnut

Ave., Wilmette, Ill.
Winthrop M. Wadsworth, N.!., 2525 Du­

pont Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn.

Grand Council Deputies
Frank H. Baden, 27 Portugese Bend Rd.,

Palos Verdes, California.
Marion A. Carter, 1808 Kent St., Co­

lumbus' 5, Ohio.
M. Robert DesMarais, 525 Sparks S1.,

State College, Pa.
George F. Fritzinger, 9705 W. Main S1.,

Belleville, Illinois.
Ralph W. Han1mett, 485 Riverview Dr.,

Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Donald M. Mayne, 4321 Shenandoah,

Dallas 5, Texas.
John W. Rock, 59 Renpass, Harahan, La.
Winthrop M. Wadsworth, 2525 Dupont

Ave. S., Minneapolis 5, Minn.
Raoul W. Wilkins, 1105 Hollins Rd.,

Richmond 26, Virginia.

ALPHA RHO CHI FRATERNITY

•

Alpha Rho Chi is a na- fellowship the architectural students in
·. tional profe..ssional frater- the univers.ities and colleges of America,

. nity limiting its member- and to combine their efforts, so as to pro-
ship to students of archi- mote the artistic, scientific, and practical
tecture and the allied pro- efficiency of the younger members of the

. ,.' fessions. Founded at the profession. Charter member of the Pro-
lJniversities of Illinois and Michigan on fessional Interfraternity Conference, or-
April 11, 1914, to organize and unite in ganized in 1928.

Master Architect
John Wellborn Root, 180 N. Wabash

Avenue, Chicago, Ill.

Active Chapters
ANDRONICUS - University of South­

ern California, 710 W. 28th S1., Los
Angeles 7, Calif. William E. Max,
W.A., William L. Hertel, W.A.A.,
William S. Walsh, W.E., Don A.
Tredway, W.S.

ANTHEMlOS - University of Illinois,
1108 South First St., Champaign. Ill.
Gordon Pierce, W.A., Richard N.
Hague, W.A.A., Charles M. Wi r t h,
W.E., Richard Tater, W.S.

DEMETRIOS - Ohio State University,
101 East 12th Ave., Colunlbus 1,
Ohio. James A. Bletzacker. W.A..
Richard E. Graff, W.E., Henry Shu­
ster III, W.S.

lKTINOS - University of M i chi g an,
640 Oxford Rd., Ann Arbor, Mich.
William Porter, W.A., Carl Nielsen.
W.A.A., John Kuieck, W.E., Hugh
Van Houten, W.S.

KALLIKRATES - University of Virgin­
ia, APX Box, Fayerweather Hall,
Charlottesville, Va.

MNESICLES - University of Minnesota,
605 Ontario St., S.E., Minneapolis.
Minn. Larry Anderson, W.A., Rod
Erickson, W. A. A., J 0 h n Korngeibel,
W.E., Robert W. Peters, W.S.

VITRUVIUS - Pennsylvania State Uni­
versity, 220 Foster Ave., State Col­
lege, Pa. Robert Moss, W. A., Ted
Litzenberger, W.A.A., Robert Budz,
W.E., Donald McCahan, W.S.

Alumni Organizations
ANDRONICUS-Andronicus Alumni MNESICLES-Mnesic:es Alumni As-

Association. President: Rod Garner, sociation. President: Earl W. Brink,
1530 S. Oak Knoll, Pasadena, Calif. 2432 Clinton Ave., S., Minneapolis 4,
Secretary-Treasurer: Albert A I v e s, Minn. Secretary: Robert Jackels, 640
118~5 S. Manhatten PI., Los Angeles, Ivy Falls Ave., St. Paul 18, Minn.
CalIf. .. Treasurer: Theodore H. Virnig II,

ANTHEMIOS - Anthemlos AlumnI As- 2635 Girard Ave. S. Minneapolis 8,
sociation. President: William H. Tan- Minn. '
ner, 20 E. S1. Charles, Villa Park, Ill. VITRUVIUS _ Vitruvius Alumni Asso-
Secretary: ~dward W. Sweetnam, .Jr., ciation. 220 East Foster Avenue, State
4827 WIllIamson, Dearborn, MICh. College Pa
Treasurer: Anton Kampf, 2902 N. ... ' .
Mildred Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. LOCAL ALUMNI GROUPS

DEMETRIOS - Demetrios Alumni As- Chicago Alumni Chapter: care J. Eric
sociation. President: John R. Hagely, Anderson (Anth.), 274 Claremont St.,
607 Blenheim Rd., Columbus, Ohio. Elmhurst, Ill.
Secretary-Treasurer: Ralph Sou n i k, Seattle Alumni Chapter: care Dale
558 E. Weisheimer Rd., Columbus, Benedict (Anth.), 1629 Broadway,
Ohio. North, Seattle 2, Wash.

IKTINOS - Iktinos Building Association. New York City Alumni: care Dean W.
Presiden~: Henry W. Ruifrok. 113 Axline (Dem.), 123 East 47th S1.,
Moran Rd., Grosse Pointe Farms 36, New York, N. Y.
Mich" Secretary-Treasurer: Albert H. Washington, D. C., Alumni: care Arthur
Trowell, 7171 E. Davison Ave., De- D. Pickett (Anth.), Round Hill, Loud-
troit 12, Mich. en Co., Va.


