























to identify a ‘’second generation’’
mission — for the achievement of the
settlement by design, the settlement
for people, the conserving and enhanc-
ing settlement — and to seek the
profile of the new horizon. The future
surely will demand expanded concepts
in professional/educational activities,
require us to seek interactions in a
broad range of domestic and interna-
tional arenas, and surely will demand
the acquisition of new mechanisms
with which to apply methodologies,
policies, and technologies to meet
emerging global issues of habitat, now
approaching a point of crisis.

We also must find the ways to
enlarge cross-discipline exchange.
The form and substance of the human
habitat and the resultant patterns of
human settlements can give great
meaning to all disciplines, and, broadly
conceived, can point up areas where
the psychologist, the sociologist, the
economist, and others, as well as the
architect, can find expanded roles in
the cultural development and definition
of built places and settlements.

What, of course, is suggested is that
new, expanded, and life-long
pedagogical systems must be set in
place to enable all participants in the
contemporary design process to reach
the wealth of physical and intellectual
tools — the array of methodologies, al-
ternative technologies, environmental
management processes, growing
automated information systems, and
appropriate design methods — and
through their activities and research,
further enrich and contribute to the de-
velopment of these tools. These peda-
gogical settings could yield liveable en-
vironments and a humane architecture
for this era.

To accomplish such an effort will re-
quire the formation of consortia, inter-
connected associations of individuals

and institutions — possibly centered in
professional schools in universities but
not necessarily so — constituted as a
situs of resources of regional or na-
tional or of international range — serv-
ing the architectural, environmental
design, and management needs of
communities, provide the assistance
necessary to meet future socio-cultural
demands, and seek the support of
agencies and industries related to the
design, building, and the management
of environments.  Such consortia
would function in a way analagous to,
possibly exceeding, the role which the
teaching hospital plays in medicine —
as a facility for the education of the
medical student, for research by con-
tributory disciplines, for the practition-
er-physician confronted with patient
needs beyond the resources of his
clinic or office, and one which serves
the health care needs of the larger
community of which it is a part.

A new beginning is accordingly sug-
gested — a third watershed in the his-
tory of mankind.

The first occurred with the invention
of the hoe in an agricultural revolution
that resulted in the first massive devel-
opment in mankind’s capacity to
manage its terrestrial habitat. The vil-
lages of this era, 12,000 years ago,
were the primitive prototypes of the
human settlement. Continued tool ev-
olution eventually made possible the
support of vastly incresed populations
— and the city was invented in the
historic civilizations which appeared in
the major riverine environments in
Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China,
about 3500 B.C. A second historic
watershed, the product of mankind’s
leap into the Industrial Revolution,
was an era of previously unimagined
economic and industrial expansion —
at once brilliant, radical, and cata-
strophic. The advance of empirical
knowledge was without precedent,

but a rift in the interactions of society
was also created. W.ith this rift, the
human habitat becomes undifferen-
tiated, characterized by continuous
growth and continuous change — with
problems continuously intensifying
and new ones continuously created.
We are poised now upon the threshold
of a post-industrial era. Although its
advent will not be without turmoil and
difficulty, it is postulated that the evo-
lution of new institutions, goals, and
value structures and notions of a new
quality of life on earth, together with
advanced technological and economic
developments, will permit the celebra-
tion of built places to again exist along-
side a care to meet the needs of in-
creasingly diverse human societies.
Were this not to occur, the stark alter-
native would appear to be the end of
recognizably human existence as we
have known it.

The ultimate questions are now be-
ing raised — as they have been in every
previous period of historic acceleration
and change and from which have
come the values and ideas that deter-
mined how we lived in the human hab-
itat. Should not Alpha Rho Chi, a sig-
nificant professional fraternity for ar-
chitecture and related disciplines, con-
tribute its diverse resources to the
search for the profile of the new
horizon, become part of the new par-
ticipatory and learning activities that
could change architecture’s curve of
descent to one of ascent? And with
the proposed introduction of an ex-
panded format for its convention ses-
sions — addressed, paradoxically, to
the theme ““The New Horizon” — pro-
gram fraternal activities which join the
search for the larger purpose in the
practice of architecture — a purpose
that could yield a way to express the
role of knowledge and its transfer for
the building of a civilization in this his-
toric present?



