


























faculty and students into a new orbit of
reference, encourage dialogue and
discovery of environmental issues
across and among that range of dis-
ciplines involved in the processes of
architecture and environmental design.
It is futher thought that chapters,
through independent study at their
schools, would wish to develop
themes introduced here today (and |
will help those seeking to do so) and, in
turn, present their findings and re-
search to other structuring institutions
of the profession — such as at national
or regional meetings of the Association
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture,
and for publication in their journals (as
well as our own). | would hope to
believe that alumni-practitioners might
use this documentation, and those to
come in future years, for continued
discussion concerning the possibilities
of elaborating continuing education
programs, possibly in consort with
other structuring institutions of our

profession, and seek to make
presentations at AIA chapters and
community organizations. And, | must
again hope to believe that further ad-
vances by this significant professional
fraternity might contribute to for-
mation of that consortium of effort to
lead, as it inevitably must if we are to
survive as a profession (and possibly as
a recognizably human civilization),
toward an understanding of the opera-
tional characteristics of contemporary
built places in which common methods
could structure broader visions — on
expanded levels of inquiry.

The very question of human survival
in humane habitats is now being
raised. The governments of the world
in recent years have undertaken a
series of actions, and they have con-
vened a series of extraordinary con-
ferences which have sought to begin a
global inquiry into the possibilities of
the human family and the home of

man. They go to the heart of a collec-
tive decision to mobilize human re-
sources of intelligence and vision, to
seek policy decisions, new directions,
a sense of things we have to do to deal
with an urbanizing planet. They go to
the realization that it is within the
genius of man to give form and
meaning to the human habitat. In an
era of unremitting upheaval — in
knowledge, in population growth,
breakneck urbanization, a com-
munications revolution, a spreading
technology, and of crisis inherent in an
evident need to seek other methods of
institutional order and organization —
they go to the awareness that it
remains within the grasp of the genius
of man to set forth an architecture of
equity and wonder.

Charles Burchard
Blacksburg, Virginia
January, 1981



