
















linked to changes in the cultural,
social, economic, and political environ­
ment.

In sum, the knowledge explosion
demands that a professional corpus
which wishes to learn to make a con­
tribution to societies through environ­
mental 'design, must collectively learn
how design decisions interact with the
structure of men's lives in the non­
physical realm. At the same time, our
profession, again collectively, must
search in depth into an ever-expanding
body of research (knowledge) in order
to make effective decisions about any
single detail of the physical environ­
ment - s(Jch as spatial relationships,
structures, and methods that can be
brought to bear in solving a specific
problem.

But, can images of environments be
put forth which will be sufficiently
strong and worthy of achievement that
,societies will support their fulfillment? I
believe pu~lic expectations from the
design professions are great. Implicitly,
what is expected is an integrated
social-economic-physical theory for
the design and management of the
form of environments. And these
publics will look to the design
professions to improve and extend
methods of public participation in en­
vironmental design processes.
Demand can be expected for develop­
ment of new theory, techniques, prac­
tices of communication and for
developing design and delivery tech­
nologies. The use of management
technology and the improved
automation of management functions,
extending from concept, through
design, to building, will also be sought,
to contribute importantly as a separate
body of knowledge - or possibly as a
sub-discipline, . as man-environment
relations is presently. If the design
professions are unable to develop ap­
propriate concepts, then societies will
(must) seek other groups to undertake
these tasks.

Accordingly, the profession must re­
examine its objectives and its social
role. Recently, there has been con­
siderable evidence - in both academic
institutions and among practicing
professionals - of an identification
with problem-seeking and solving and

in identification of a methodological
base for the resolution of social and
technical problems which could relate
built places to the larger questions of
habitation.

None of this means that concern for
the finite space of building need be
lost, but rather expanded to include
equal concern with relationships to
surrounding areas, and to physical,
behavioral, and social systems which
integrate building into viable and vital
settlements.

Should this trend continue, it could
ensure increasing responsibilities
which societies might entrust to the
profession. For, it would require a
focus of attention on building and on
future environments in comprehensive
human terms, and we will need ways
for the different sciences, professions,
and a concerned populace to converge
with architecture in the environmental
design process - to organize their
thinking and to communicate with
each other.

With the scale of environmental
need now greatly expanding, calling
for elaborate information and control
systems, as well as use of objective
knowledge about man-environment in­
teraction, new information-handling
and design management science
methodologies become increasingly
evident.

And, what is urgent in a world of
fast-changing .events is an ability to
measure new concepts as well as to
conceive them, rapidly, in simulation,
in multi-level and spatial modelling,
measurable against a model of reality
that is defined in qualitative, as well as
quantitative, terms.

An evident basis for doing so is now
on the horizon. Recent scientific
knowledge enables us to propose a
heuristic theoretical model for
systematically ordering our world by
relating collective knowledge to in­
dividual subjective experience. It is no
use to pretend that formulation of the
model is now completely possible or
easy to accomplish in the future. There
are large gaps in our knowledge, but
the effort begins to press upon existing
institutions for response and support

- and it is forthcoming. For the model
affords the exciting possibility of
relating a universe of information and
experience to give relevance to the
modes we seek for design of the en­
vironments we inhabit.

The continum of theory and infor­
mation - which programs such as
Alpha Rho Chi's initial "New Horizon"
program - could yield instruments for
involvement with institutions in an en­
vironmental consortium. As I
suggested in a previous position paper
in your journal, consortia - inter­
connected associations of individuals
and institutions - possibly centered in
professional school, although not
necessarily so - could constitute a
situs of resources of regional or
national or international significance ­
serving the architectural, environmen­
tal design, and management needs of
communities, provide assistance
necessary to meet socio-cultural de­
mands, and seek the support of agen­
cies and industries related to the con­
cept formation; design, management,
and building of environments, to
provide access to the new array of
automated problem-finding, design,
building and management meth­
odologies. Such consortia could func­
tion in a way analagous to, possibly
exceeding, the role which the teaching
hospital plays in medicine - as a
facility for the education of the
student, for research by contributory
disciplines, and which seeks to care for
the health needs of the larger com­
munity of which it is a part. In such a
role, this significant national fraternity
for architecture, together with others,
could offer its expertise as a resource
for education and re-education to help
the thoughtful practitioner and exper­
ience teacher to incorporate into their
particular experiences new method­
ologies for problem-finding, decision­
making, and design modelling. This
vessel of action scans a new horizon of
hope.

The audio-visual documentation of
the professional program of these con­
vention proceedings is being under­
taken in order to contribute to the
structure of this model. They are to be
made available to Alpha Rho Chi chap­
ters and alumni in the hope that in our
professional schools they will draw



faculty and students into a new orbit of
reference, encourage dialogue and
discovery of environmental issues
across and among that range of dis­
ciplines involved in the processes of
architecture and environmental design.
It is futher thought that chapters,
through independent study at their
schools, would wish to develop
themes introduced here today (and I
will help those seeking to do so) and, in
turn, present their findings and re­
search to other structuring institutions
of the profession - such as at national
or regional meetings of the Association
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture,
and for publication in their journals (as
well as our own). I would hope to
believe that alumni-practitioners might
use this documentation, and those to
come in future years, for continued
discussion concerning the possibilities
of elaborating continuing education
programs, possibly in consort with
other structuring institutions of our

profession, and seek to make
presentations at AlA chapters and
community organizations. And, I must
again hope to believe that further ad­
vances by this significant professional
fraternity might contribute to for­
mation of that consortium of effort to
lead, as it inevitably must if we are to
survive as a profession (and possibly as
a recognizably human civilization),
toward an understanding of the opera­
tional characteristics of contemporary
built places in which common methods
could structure broader visions - on
expanded levels of inquiry.

The ve'ry question of human survival
in humane habitats is now being
raised. The governments of the world
in recent years have undertaken a
series of actions, and they have con­
vened a series of extraordinary con­
ferences which have sought to begin a
global inquiry into the possibilities of
the human family and the home qf

man. They go to the heart of a collec­
tive decision to mobilize human re­
sources of intelligence and vision, to
seek policy decisions, new directions,
a sense of things we have to do to deal
with an urbanizing planet. They go to
the realization that it is within the
genius of man to give form and
meaning to the human habitat. In an
era of unremitting upheaval - in
knowledge, in population growth,
breakneck urbanization, a com­
munications revolution, a spreading
technology, and of crisis inherent in an
evident need to seek other methods of
institutional order and organization ­
they go to the awareness that it
remains within the grasp of the genius
of man to set forth an architecture of
equity and wonder.
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